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Our hypothesis

• Although part of the lack of progress in the elderly 
is due to changes in AML biology and 
unavailability of transplant, a significant part is 
due to suboptimal use of currently available 
treatments

• Progress could be made if the available 
treatments were better applied. Data suggest a 
potential to triple the 2-year survival.





Ovarian cancer and age

Petignat et al., Surg Oncol, 2004



Hypotheses

• Poorer prognosis is due to a combination of two 
things:

• Suboptimal delivery of chemo
– This could be improved by body-composition 

adjusted dosing
• Age-related changes in tumor or host/tumor 

biology
– This could be improved by targeted therapies



4-5 year grant from Kay Yow

• Step 1: review Moffitt gene array data set to 
identify age/prognosis related genes

• Step 2: Design a prospective study in patients 
receiving neo-adjuvant chemo to assess impact 
of body composition and how molecular profiles 
change after chemo

• Step 3: Design a phase II study with a targeted 
drug added to chemo and a body-composition-
adjusted dosing



Step 2: Prospective study
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Opportunities for partnerships



Collaboration with UF Aging group

• Comparison of physical function between older 
breast cancer patients who had adjuvant 
chemotherapy vs not.

• 1-2 years after surgery
• Physical performance tests
• Function questionnaires
• Accelerometry
• Inflammation markers



Results 

• 53 patients
• No difference between chemo and non-chemo
• TNF alpha associated with worse function.

• Support: State of Florida grant



Remote consulting
SAOP2 screen at local 
practice. If +, local 
CGA evaluation
Oncology work-up. 
Treatment decision to 
make?

+
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& outcomes
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Pilot with Lynn Cancer Institute

• 31 patients
• Found an average of 9 matching patients in TCC
• Feasible within 3 working days
• Considered helpful/very helpful 40% of the time, 

somewhat helpful 40% of the time.

• Seeking partners for a larger scale study


